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| have never done anything ‘useful’. No discovery of mine has made, or is
likely to make, directly of indirectly, for good or ill, the least difference to the

amenity of the world... Judged by all practical standards, the value of my
Mathematical life is nil; and outside mathematics it is trivial anyhow. | have

just one chance of escaping a verdict of complete triviality, that | may be
judged to have created something worth creating. And that | have created
something is undeniable : the question is about its value. [The things | have
added to knowledge do not differ from] the creations of the other artists,
great or small, who have left some kind of memorial behind them.

—G.H. Hardy
[From “A Mathematician’s Apology”]
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