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“A large part of doing
research is to be stuck
and to be confused
and to feel like one
doesn’t make progress.

But then, every once

in a while you make
progress. Then some-
thing comes out, a light turns on and that in-
sight or feeling of discovery, of finding some-
thing new, carries with it such joy that you go

back and are willing to be frustrated yet again.”

- Kannan Soundararajan

“I think there’s a lot
of math in the world
that’s not at univer-
sity. Pure math is only
one part of math but

math is used in a lot

of other subjects and I
think that’s just as in-
teresting. So learn as much as you can, about
all the subjects around math and then see what

strikes you as the most interesting.”

- Akshay Venkatesh
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